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endeavoured that everything should fail that passed
through his hands. There are some wounds that can
never be healed; and it must be admitted that the Duke's
toast inflicted one especially of that sort. He felt this;
did not attempt any reconciliation; and followed his
usual course. I know not if he ever repented of what
he had said, whatever cause he may have had, so droll
did it seem to him, but he has many times spoken of
it since to me, laughing with all his might. I saw all
the sad results which might arise from his speech, and
nevertheless, while reproaching M". d'Orleans, I could
not help laughing myself, so well, so simply, and so
wittily expressed was his ridicule of the government on
this and the other side of the Pyrenees.

At last, M. le Due d'Orleans found means to> enter
upon his campaign, but was so ill-provided, that he
never was supplied with more than a fortnight's sub-
sistence in advance. He obtained several small suc-
cesses; but these were more than swallowed up by a
fatal loss in another direction. The island of Sardinia,
which was then under the Spanish Crown, was lost
through the misconduct of the viceroy, the Duke of
Veragua, and taken possession of by the troops of the
Archduke. In the month of October, the island of
Minorca also fell into the hands of the Archduke. Port
Mahon made but little resistance; so that with this con-
quest and Gibraltar, the English found themselves able
to rule in the Mediterranean, to winter entire fleets
there, and to blockade all the ports of Spain upon that
sea. Leaving Spain in this situation, let us turn to
Flanders.

Early in July, we took Ghent and Bruges by surprise,